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SAMPLINGS OF GOLDEN AGE 
IN BRITISH WATER COLORS 
EXHIBITED AT ART MUSEUM 

One hundred water colors produced during one of the finest periods in British art 
history go on display today in Gallery 27 of The Cleveland Museum of Art. 

Executed between 1750 and 1850 and reflecting that century* s major artistic trends, 
these water colors represent their medium* s highest attainment during the period which 
has proved to be one of the greatest in creative vigor for English water colors . They 
are unique in spontaneity, sensitivity and freshness „ 

The works belong to the Victoria and Albert Museum in London and make up one- 
fortieth of that Museum* s holdings in water colors which includes the National Collection 
of British Water Colors . Graham Reynolds, the Victoria and Albert's Keeper of prints, 
drawings and paintings, assembled the paintings with the help of the Deputy Keeper, Jonathan 
Mayne, who also wrote the exhibit's accompanying, illustrated catalog. Under the sponsor- 
ship of the British Embassy, the exhibition was brought to the United States to tour eight 
cities by. Mrs, John A, Pope, President of the International Exhibitions Foundation in 
Washington, D,C, Mrs, Pope states in the catalog that she hopes the exhibit "will serve 
to remind museum visitors , , , of the beauty inherent in realistic, often romantic, 
renderings of the world around us". 

Landscape does predominate in the content of the water colors on display but 
figural, architectural and biblical subjects as well as several caricatures are also 
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present. Artists represented number 69 and include: George Barret (both Sr. and Jr.), 
William Blake, Richard P. Bonington, T. S. Boys, William Callow, John Constable, John Sell 
Cotman, John Robert Cozens, Edward Dayes, Peter De Wint, Thomas Gainsborough, Thomas Girtin, 
Samuel Palmer, Samuel Prout, Thomas Rowlandson, John Ruskin, Paul Sandby, William Traverner, 
Joseph M. W. Turner and John Varley. 

The exhibition will remain at The Cleveland Museum of Art through November 5. 
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